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Last week, I presented my assembly on the Oxford 
Cambridge Boat Race. My wife loves rowing, so every 
year we either watch the event on television or watch 

the event in person with friends in London. This year was 
very different from normal, as for only the second time in 
the history of the race, women were allowed to complete on 
the same day, on the Thames, with their male counterparts, 
rather than at Henley, as in previous years. For many though, 
the race will be remembered for the partial sinking of the 

Cambridge female team’s boat in the race. Partial, because, although the top 
of the rigger that holds the oar shaft could be seen, the rest of the boat was 
largely underwater.

Rowing is a wonderful sport. It is one of the most demanding physical exer-
cises I know and it is also simply wonderful to see the technique, skill and sheer 
elegance of a boat well rowed, as the blades at the ends of the oars slice into 
the water and force the boat to glide forward. When you see a crew working 
together in perfect harmony, synchronised and each pulling hard, together, with 
each individual ensuring they are committed to do their very best for their team, 
it symbolises the very best teamwork; individuals do not look towards their own 
needs, but to those of their fellow teammates and community. Knowledge, 
combined with sheer skill, as individuals, work together, to achieve a shared goal.

The female Cambridge boat team as well as bringing all of these admirable qual-
ities to the fore, also demonstrated an utter determination to finish the race. 
Ignoring calls for them to stop, to pull to one side, they continued, cold, and wet, 
trying to pull an oar through the water in a boat that was largely submerged. 
They had a goal that they had worked towards over many months and years. I 
believe that we must not forget just how important the dedication, determina-
tion and hard work is that results in such outcomes. In a society that often values 
the celebrity and instant reward, we can forget that for individuals such as these, 
success if not necessarily born of natural talent, but of hard work and dedication. 
They have, over months and years, shown the necessary commitment, aiming for 
the highest standard every day to achieve the outcome they desire and deserve.

Over that time they have not only acquired the will, but the knowledge and 
honed their skills sufficiently to allow them to operate at such a consistently high 
level. Talent does take you so far, but hard work builds character and eventual 
success. A gold medal is not won in a moment, but through a lifetime of preparation, and for people such as Sir Steve 
Redgrave, it is now part of who he is. A retired British rower who won gold medals at five consecutive Olympic Games from 
1984 to 2000, he has also won three Commonwealth Games gold medals and nine World Rowing Championships golds. He 
is regarded as one of Britain’s greatest-ever Olympians, the most successful male rower in Olympic history, and the only 
person to have won gold medals at five Olympic Games in an endurance sport. Pupils watched as he rowed, determined to 
beat his time, but he lost his footing and slipped from his rowing machine to the floor; this was a moment worthy of note, 
as a reminder that success is not a smooth, but often a bumpy road.

In giving an assembly to our young people, you hope to share those qualities that are important to our community, as we 
help to prepare our pupils for the challenges that await them in school, Sixth form, at university and, of course, in their 
chosen career. Character, acts of value and merit, knowledge and skills, underpinned by a determination to do your very 
best, are of course, part of our philosophy as a school and are integral to the education we are determined to provide 
through our teaching and learning every single day. Values that ensured the Cambridge women’s team finished the race. 

Finally, I do hope you enjoy our milestone 50th newsletter - a Performing Arts Special. I truly believe that part of what 
makes this community distinct, is its Performing Arts and the wonderful visits that provide pupils with an opportunity 
to appreciate the world around them. I have long believed that the creative arts provide a unique platform upon which 
pupils can develop new skills, grow in confidence and, as people, develop qualities in an environment where their talents 
are nurtured and then celebrated. They provide something special, be it learning an instrument, acting in a play, dancing, 

singing or just being involved in a production as part of a company. It is therefore a pleasure to celebrate that 
work in this special issue.

 Do have a good weekend.

wElcomE

HeadteacHer’s Welcome

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer

Key dates

summer term

11th april - 27th may 2016

6th JunE - 22nd July 2016

staff training 
days

25th & 26th July 2016

internal exam WeeKs

yEar 7
w/c 13th JunE 2016

yEar 8
w/c 6th JunE 2016

yEar 9
w/c 23rd may 2016

yEar 10
w/c 27th JunE 2016
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HeadteacHer’s 
aWard

year 7
JEnny courtnEy

chloE afford

year 8
sam pindEr

Jack wright

year 9
will snook

louisE bradshaw

year 10
mia lEtts

glEn fox

Erin wilkins

tom scrowston

year 11
Ella fry

rhEanna rEEvEll

sophiE kEndra

sports clubs - summer term

Lunchtime 12:35 - 1:20
After School 

3:35 - 4:45
Fitness Suite E6 Sports Hall J17 Tennis Courts

Monday Year 8 & Above Year 7 & 8 Cricket Year 8 & 9 Dance Year 7, 8 & 9 
Rounders

Tuesday Closed GCSE PE Clinic

Wednesday Year 8 & Above Year 7 Dance Tennis
Year 9, 10, 11 
& Sixth Form 

Rounders

Thursday Closed Athletics & Tennis

Friday Year 9 Above AS & A2 Revision

sHaKespeare WeeK

Congratulations to the Year 
11 GCSE PE pupils on a highly 
successful practical moderation. 
Well done!

If any pupils attend Athletics clubs 
outside of school, please see a 
member of the PE department 
about East Riding Athletic trials.

To celebrate the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death, this week 
literacy week has had a Shakespearean theme. Pupils have been 
involved in various activities throughout the week and attending 

themed assemblies. The English department (and guests) even dressed up to 
mark the occasion!



a-level music tecHnology
Students in the sixth form can choose to study Music Technology and Music A Levels.

Our current Year 12 Music Technology students are now busily preparing their portfolio work for submission in early 
May. The portfolio will contain a Sequenced Arrangement of a well-known song - in other words the student has to try 
and create it as faithfully as possible using Mac based audio software. It is a task that requires a ‘good ear’ right down 

to recreating the individual instrumental timbres as well as getting all the notes right! Task 2 is a multitrack recording made 
in our recording studio. Students record instruments and voices using microphones and other techniques much in the same 
way as in a professional recording studio. The third task is a Creative Sequenced Arrangement - taking an existing song and 
recreating it in a completely different style. For example this year Pharrell Williams’ song ‘Happy’ might become a Rock ‘n’ Roll 
song or a Lady Gaga-style, Electro-Pop rendition. Students also need to develop a knowledge and understanding of the main 
developments in Music Technology throughout the 20th and 21st Centuries in preparation for a listening-based exam.

In Year 13 the students do a similar portfolio except they are expected to compose music from scratch as well as rearrange it. 
There is another examination, this time focussing on how music technology is applied and on focus styles of music. You will see 
that the Music Technology course is highly creative and demands a high degree of organisation, patience and resilience. The 
ability to communicate with others and get them to do you a favour by performing on your recordings for example is a vital 
attribute also!
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year 8
In the summer term Year 8 pupils 

will be learning about Britpop music 
and about the Blues. The Britpop 
unit is a topic which incorporates the 
use of music technology software 
Garageband, where pupils have to 
create their own backing track of an 
iconic British pop song. The Blues 
unit is a practical based topic where 
pupils learn about the different 
elements involved, including chords, 
walking bass line and improvised 
melodies. Pupils will perform as part 
of a class ensemble to demonstrate 
their understanding of these aspects 
of Blues.

year 9
Year 9 pupils will be learning about 

Film Music and how the process 
of creating music for moving image 
has developed throughout cinema 
history. This is a very diverse unit that 
involves an array of different activ-
ities including lots of listening and 
visual activities, group work, perfor-
mance tasks and the most impor-
tant aspect, composition. Pupils 
will compose a piece of music in the 
software Garageband to accompany 
a short movie clip. They will then be 
able to play their music and watch it 
synchronize with the movie clip.

year 11
Year 11 have been busy completing their coursework 

as part of their GCSE Music qualification. Pupils have 
composed two pieces in contrasting styles including, 
Classical, Serialism, Blues, Popular Song and Club Dance. 
Pupils have also being preparing, and recording their solo 
and ensemble performances. Many pupils have already 
completed a large proportion of this work giving them 
the advantage of more time for revision and exam prepa-
ration. Well done Year 11!

music curriculum

year 7
Pupils have been learning about 

Rock ‘n’ Roll, through singing, 
research and practical tasks. They 
have been acquiring ICT skills 
through learning how to use Garage-
band software. This is a creative 
‘tool’  that helps them to piece the 
music together in sequence and then 
to mix it in a virtual recording studio. 
Pupils are also working on a project 
called ‘A World of Music’ and focuses  
mainly on the music of West Africa, 
learning to play the djembe drum 
and developing ensemble perform-
ing skills.

year 10
Year 10 have completed Area of Study 1 - Classical 

Music and have now moved on to Popular Music 
and Jazz. Pieces to be studied are ‘All Blues’ by 

Miles Davis, ‘Grace’ by Jeff Buckley and ‘Why Does My 
Heart Feel So Bad’ by Moby. The pupils will complete a 
composition in the style to include in their coursework 
portfolio. Year 10 recently completed their performing 
assessments with all pupils meeting or exceeding their 
target grades. Brilliant!
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orcHestra Friday | 1pm | J16

Wednesday | 1pm | J16brass group

Wednesday | 1pm | J15string group

Directed by Mr Trevaskiss

Orchestra meets every Friday and is available to all 
instrumentalists of Grade 1 or above. The focus is 
on fun and making music in a large ensemble. It 

is really nice to see pupils from all years taking part with 
the older pupils very much helping the younger ones to 
become more confident in their playing. Orchestra contin-
ues to grow with over 30 players regularly rehearsing. This 
term we are busy working towards the Summer Soiree 
Performance and before that to give a performance to all 
of Year 7 and 8 of popular and film music as well as to give a 
whistle-stop tour of the various sections of the Orchestra. 

Led by Mr Wadsworth

Our Brass group are well-known through-
out the school mainly as the providers 
of high quality music for our Christmas 

Services that we hold every year in All Saint’s 
Church. We are busy throughout the year, 
however, tackling tricky pieces from the reper-
toire including the theme to ‘Thunderbirds’ for 
which we have drafted in some percussionists 
to help us out!

Led by Ms Heap

We have a good number of string 
players at Woldgate and we form 

various size ensembles for different 
aims and purposes. This ranges from 
trios and quartets to a string orchestra. 
A wide variety of repertoire is encoun-
tered including that from the popular, 
folk and classical traditions.
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WoodWind group Thursday | 1pm | J16

cHamber orcHestra Wednesday | 8:50am | J16

Led by Jessica Forman, Year 10 pupil.

Woodwind Group meet every week and is somewhat different to our other ensembles in that it is pupil led. 
Jessica organises the repertoire and communicates with the players as well as directing the rehearsals. She 
does a fine job indeed! 

Directed by Mr Trevaskiss

Chamber Orchestra players are invited to 
audition once they have reached a suitable 
standard. The music is challenging (typically 

above Grade 5 standard) and repertoire is chosen 
from the Western Classical Tradition. 

This term the Chamber Orchestra will get the 
opportunity to play alongside professionals 
when the East Riding Music Service Orchestra 
comes to Woldgate to give a performance for 
primary schools. Repertoire for this concert will 
be based on the BBC’s ‘Ten Pieces’ initiative and 
will include Ride of the Valkyries by Wagner and 
extracts from Bizet’s opera ‘Carmen’. The fine 
quality of sound and the ensemble expertise 
of our Chamber Orchestra musicians is often 
commented on when having performed at public 
concerts. 

Some of our musicians play in East Riding county 
ensembles. Our leader, Lotte Marsh is also the 
leader of the East Riding Youth Orchestra.



The East Riding Music Service’s 
‘Big Sing’ will be once again be 

taking place this year on July 16th. 
The whole of Year 7 will be taking 
part. After Easter, Year 7 pupils will 
be preparing for the event in lesson 
time, learning a collection of ten 
songs from various styles including 
‘Somewhere Only We Know’, ‘Reach 
For The Stars’, ‘Johnny B. Goode’ and 
‘Proud’, to name a few. 
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cHoir
Are busy preparing for the 

Summer Soiree in July. They are 
currently building up their reper-
toire of songs, which will include a 
new arrangement of ‘Mr Sandman’ 
original sung by The Chordettes back 
in 1954. Choir will be rehearsing on 
a Tuesday lunchtimes in J16 from 
1pm and new members are always 
welcome. I am especially keen to 
encourage Year 7 pupils to join as I 
know there is a lot of new talent in 
the year group.

tHe big sing

orcHestra concert 
for year 7 & 8

Wednesday 6th July

Thursday 28th April

Tuesday | 1pm | J16

During Enrichment next Thursday Year 7 & 8 will be 
treated to a musical extravaganza by the orchestra. 
Pupils can look forward to a whistle-stop tour of the 

orchestra, a few guest performers and even a few surprises 
along the way!



Uniform

Students are required to wear the Academy T-shirt which is
provided at a cost of £5.  Girls need to wear their own tights
or leggings and boys wear loose fitting exercise trousers with
their T-shirt.  Dance and Drama activities’ take place in bare
feet (medical conditions allowing) or appropriate dance shoes
in accordance with Health and Safety guidelines.

Fees The Arts Academy is a ‘not for profit’ venture.  It exists as a charitable trust which
is attached to Woldgate College.  Our fees are reflective of this ideal and we are
therefore able to provide a very competitive rate whilst maintaining a high level 
of provision.  Our fees are less than half what you might be expected to pay with
some commercial franchises.

10 11
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Saturday Mornings 
9:30am to 12:30pm

Open to young people aged 5 -18
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The Arts Academy continues to flourish and is coming towards the end of the Spring term. The pupils are working 
hard on their performances which they will present to friends and family in their review show on Saturday 19th 
March.

Our pupil numbers continue to rise and a third of our cohort are now male which is encouraging.

The Summer term resumes on Saturday April 16th and the Academy pupils will be working towards a production 
based upon the Shrek films which will be performed in July to a larger audience.

The team has once again been invited to perform at the Madhyamaka Summer Fayre at Kilnwick Percy in June. This 
was a successful event last year and the pupils enjoyed it immensely. 

We are happy to be able to provide these valuable performing experiences for our pupils and will continue to seek 
out opportunities such as this to provide the pupils with the best experience possible to develop their skills.

summer term dates

23rd april

30th april

7th may

14th may

21st may

11th JunE

18th JunE

25th JunE

2nd July
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is attached to Woldgate College.  Our fees are reflective of this ideal and we are
therefore able to provide a very competitive rate whilst maintaining a high level 
of provision.  Our fees are less than half what you might be expected to pay with
some commercial franchises.

10 11

The Arts Academy_Brochure  20/07/2011  19:34  Page 10

For more information please contact artsacademy@woldgate.eriding.net
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louise oliver, Head girl at Woldgate 
and former arts academy pupil is noW 

a cHaperone at tHe arts academy. 
sHe talKs about Her experience:

I was one of the original pupils when the Arts Academy first 
began in 2011 and I stayed until 2013. I became a chaperone 
in 2014. Being a chaperone has given me the opportunity to 

help pupils improve their own abilities in singing, dancing and acting. I really enjoy watching the 
pupils become more and more confident in themselves every week.

The best thing about the Arts Academy is definitely the environment, the pupils are all motivated 
and have a great deal of fun every week – I have laughed every week since I started here. Every 
pupil is friendly and works to include everyone. It is a great place for the pupils to make new 

friends.

The pupils are taught a wide range of acting and dancing styles from ensemble theatre to acting 
like animals, robot dancing and learning the hand jive – no term is ever the same! Arts Academy 
is not only a great way to develop techniques in performing arts but it is a fantastic way to 

make friends and improve confidence.

Jacob lane cHloe afford elizabetH marsden

How long have attended Arts 
Academy? Just over a year. Two years. Since January.

What do you like most about 
Arts Academy?

Because it is fun and there 
are lots of people. You feel 

like a team.

Because I like to dance, sing 
and act and I also get to meet 

new people.

Because I enjoy performing 
and improving my skills.

What skills have you learned 
at the Arts Academy?

Doing fun drama activities 
and singing and dancing.

I get to meet new people and 
make new friends.

It is like a family and you learn 
and have fun.

Would you reccomend the 
Arts Academy to you friends? 

Why?

Yes, because there is so 
much to do and lots of 

opportunities to sing, dance 
and act in solos and group 

work.

Yes, because it is a new way 
to meet people and learn new 

skills.

Yes, because they would 
enjoy it and they could be 
themselves (no one judges 

you).

Welcome to The Arts Academy! History

It is well known that a Performing Arts education can provide children with a greater
degree of confidence and articulation - hugely important life skills in themselves. 
The arts however, are well worth doing for their own sake and that a lifelong love of
the arts is a precious gift.  The Arts Academy aims to develop a child’s skills in order
that they can fully access Performing Arts opportunities offered to them as a Woldgate
College student, as part of our wider community provision and indeed beyond. 

The Arts Academy is there to enhance childrens’ experience of Performing Arts.  Each
child’s talent will be nurtured and developed and qualifications can be attained.  The
main aim however, is not necessarily to ‘be the best’ but to have fun, make new friends
and enjoy being part of a team. 

Martin Trevaskiss
Woldgate College Director of Specialism and Academy Principal

Woldgate College has been a Specialist College since 2004. Since then it has
built up an enviable reputation for the range and quality of the experiences it
provides for its students. Such has been the success in the curriculum areas of
Music, Dance and Drama coupled with the considerable outreach work with
feeder primary and partner secondary schools, we are now able to extend our
Performing Arts offer to a wider community. Our philosophy is very much to
provide high quality professional training coupled with exciting performing 
opportunities that allow young people to fully express and extend their talents.
Our network reaches far beyond Pocklington and our links with professional
bodies have a regional and national profile.  As a ‘not for profit’ organisation 
we are able to keep our costs low and yet still attract the very best arts 
practitioners - maintaining our established reputation to the highest order
whilst providing a genuine enhancement to children’s arts education.

ACADEMY

THEARTS
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year 11 gcse drama

Year 11 Drama pupils have been working hard for their 
final assessed performances of their GCSE career. We 
were treated to some exceptional performances of Lord 

of the Flies, Girls Like That, Gosforth’s Fete and Pronoun. Pupils 
used physical theatre, rhythmic sound and movement, music, 
stage combat, and plenty of fake blood along with more natu-
ralistic characterisation to bring life to these inspiring scripts. 

The Drama Department and external moderator enjoyed 
the performances very much and we are very proud of all of 
them! Thank you to all of the parents, school staff and friends 
who helped them achieve such successful work whether it 
be through helping source costumes and props or providing 
a tissue to wipe away tears of nerves. They did themselves 
proud! …now for the written exam prep!
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gold arts aWard & youtH tHeatre

Year 12 student Claire Briggs writes:

This year during enrichment, I have been completing the Gold Arts Award through Drama. The award has allowed 
me to widen my own arts practice through research into a variety of practitioners and Theatre companies, as 

well as to assess how the arts are changing throughout education and wider society. Furthermore, I have been lucky 
enough to see how the arts are being accessed within our own community by aiding Year 6 pupils in the development 
of their leavers production at a local primary school. However, the most enjoyable part of the Award, has been leading 
our Year 9 Youth Theatre group. Not only has the project allowed me to develop my own personal leadership skills, it 
has enabled me to share my passion for the arts with other pupils who are interested in Drama. The pupils continue 
to be enthusiastic and impress me with their creative and unique ideas, even if at times they can prove a challenge to 
lead and give instructions to! Despite this, I am very much looking forward to continuing with the project and helping 
the pupils to develop as performers in order for them to be prepared for their final Youth Theatre performance.
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‘tHe rise and 
fall of little 

voice’

as 
drama

12

“The commiTmenT of The whole 
group is powerful, and There is 

a heady exciTemenT as The acTors 
discover previously unTapped 
researching and inTerviewing 

skills.”  - max sTafford clark

The brief for ‘Little Voice’ was 
to employ Max Stafford Clark’s 
rehearsal methods and apply these 
processes in developing a version of 
Jim Cartwright’s ‘The Rise and Fall of 
Little Voice’. Naturalistic theatre may 
have the façade of being simple and 
straightforward, however, current 
English director Max Stafford Clark’s 
approach to theatre encourages 
his cast to develop knowledge and 
understanding about the characters, 
the historical and social context, as 
well as immersing themselves into 
the emotional responses and reac-
tions embedded in the script. Actors 
and directors are encouraged not 
only to research but to interview 
people linked to the subject, themes 
and issues raised by the script in 
order to have a solid foundation to 
build their characterisations upon. 

The pupils hard work and dedication 
resulted in some fantastic marks for 
their practical work with the moder-
ator remarking at the high quality of 
work produced.



‘tHe trial’

13

The performance brief for ‘The Trial’ was to incorpo-
rate the key features and techniques of their chosen 

theatre practitioner Steven Berkoff. Berkoff believed 
that theatre should illuminate rather than depict the 
world around us. He challenged his actors “to express 
drama in the most vital way imaginable; to perform at 
the height of one’s powers with all available means. 
That is, through the spoken word, gesture, mime and 
music.”

The students took this challenge on wholeheartedly 
and threw themselves into the rehearsal process, find-
ing imaginative and creative ways to present the dysto-
pian ideas within the play. The performance was both 
high-energy and precise, incorporating choral speaking 
and movement, mime, and some fantastically exag-
gerated characters. The students did themselves very 
proud and achieved excellent marks all round.



a2 
drama

‘tHe snaKe’
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JOSEPH AND THE 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT

Year 7 pupil Matilda Moorse 
is performing with X Factor 

Winner Joe McElderry in Joseph 
and the amazing Techicolor 

Dreamcoat at the Grand Opera 
House in York next week.

Matilda has been a member of 
Stagecoach York for four years. She 

is singing in the choir who are on 
stage throughout the performance.

Matilda is performing Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday evening and the 

early Saturday  and evening shows.
Break a leg!



This week our Year 13 Drama 
and Theatre Studies students 

performed their final piece of A 
Level practical work, a retelling of 
an Italian folk tale called ‘The Snake’. 
The students were fascinated by the 
darker elements of this fairytale and 
explored the idea of how this story 
might contain parallels to a real life 
situation. They also worked with a 
very creative style of theatre to find 
imaginative ways to present the magi-
cal elements of the tale, such as the 
moment when a girl cries and pearls 
fall from her eyes. The piece was 
visually very powerful, with moments 
of puppetry and prop manipulation, 
as well as choreographed movement 
sequences and the use of multi-func-
tional props. The performance was 
incredibly impactful, with the audi-
ence left speechless by the final 
moments.
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meet tHe instrumental teacHers

summer soiree
On Thursday 14th of July  we are holding 
a Performing Arts event at Woldgate involving Music, 
Dance and Drama items. This is something we have 
done for the last two years-an outdoor performance 
event to which the public are invited and it proved 
highly successful. This year we are expanding the 
event to include children from our feeder primary 
schools. All Woldgate Year 7 pupils will also be taking 
part.

mrs sTaveley

piano

mrs Blood

woodwind

mr wadsworTh

Brass

ms dave

singing

ms heap

sTrings

mr piTchforTh

drums

congratulations

Harriet Grace Wood

Piano - Grade 4
Pass

abbie nicole PickerinG

Piano - Grade 2
Pass

Hilda MarsH

sinGinG - Grade 4 
distinction

JasMine rose Hanley

sinGinG - Grade 2
Pass

GeorGia elizabetH bruce

sinGinG - Grade 2
Pass

We are Pleased to announce tHat year 11 Gcse PuPil JosH 
dyer recently took His Grade 5 druM exaM (trinity rock & 
PoP) and Passed WitH distinction. He Has also been offered a 
Place at tHe leeds colleGe of Music to study btec level 3 
in Music PerforMance next year, after a successful audition 

and intervieW earlier tHis terM. conGratulations JosH.
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